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Teachers can use statistics to determine if a test
IS too hard, too easy, or just right. They can use
measures of central tendency (how typical are the
scores?), measures of variability (how varied are
the scores?), and measures of reliability (how

dependable are the scores?) to make sure they
give their students only tests that are fair.
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To make informed decisions about health,
education, and the economy, government officials
need to know how to interpret statistics. Has
unemployment really dropped? What is this year's
risk for a flu epidemic? How precisely can we
estimate the international value of the dollar?
These are all questions that government officials
use statistics to answer.

" STAV-AT-HOME
e PARENTS

The legal field often turns to statistical

information. Understanding the probability that a

DNA sample found at the scene of a crime matches ‘W
that of a suspect or the probability that a criminal  §
offender will reoffend during their lifetime can .
help lawyers and attorneys create more convincing [Stay
arguments or better defend their clients.

People who make decisions at large corporations
use statistics every day. For example,
corporations need to know how to display
earnings and loss data in figures and graphs that
their shareholders understand and that their
shareholders won't suspect to be deceptive.
Knowing statistics Is vital!
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